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            Amnesty's report on human rights violations against gays and lesbians, or as its title indicates "based on sexual orientation", published in 1997, sheds light on the approach of the Latin American regimes towards gays and towards gay rights in the first years of the 1990's , providing the right "regional" setting to the period of my research in Cuba. Although Cuba's internal policies do not always follow the regional trend due to the centralism, the separatism and the political isolation of Castro's regime, it is important to understand the regional background, climate and dynamics, in order to better understand developments in Cuba. Castro has always (and now more than ever)  aimed for Cuba to be included in some kind of "pan Latin " installation, and in a way, culturally and historically, Cuba does belong to the Hispanic / Latin American world, rather than to the closer Caribbean regional community.
Common cultural and structural elements and denominators such as Latin machismo, catholic morality and the unquestioned independent power and hypocrisy of the police, make this comparison and connection quite reasonable, however it is important to take into account all the "specifically Cuban" elements ("Cubanidad").
     Although most of Latin American countries, are, at least legally and politically (if not socially), moving rapidly towards elimination of state homophobia, anti-gay legislation and police activity, the early 1990's were still infested with anti-gay police activity, violence and persecution
:
The "Limpieza Social"operations  in Colombia was targeted at the urban poor, gay men, transvestites, prostitutes, street children, vagrants and petty criminals (Amnesty 1997. p 17). Between 1986-90 328 gay men were murdered in Medellín and in Bogotá male prostitutes were regularly forced to run down a hill while local police fired at them. (p 18). This "social cleansing" activity resonates with the Cuban "reeducation programme" and UMAP policy in the 70's.

In Brazil hundreds of gay men were assassinated by "death squads" in those years according to local gay groups (p 18). One of the victims was Renaldo José de Santos , an openly bisexual member of the local council at Coqueiro Seco, who was murdered 1n 1993, following threats from the local mayor and a police officer.

In Venezuela the police used the 1956 Law of Vagrants and Crooks (Ley Sobre Vagos y Maleantes ) to imprison and torture homosexuals accused of prostitution.(p 24)

In Lima, Peru police raided regularly gay bars and discos arresting and humiliating hundreds of people, in the excuse of searching for individual suspects and minors
 (p 24).

In Costa Rica transvestites were arbitrarily arrested and in some incidents were raped by police officers  (p 29)

Not only the police targeted gays during those years, but also the guerilla revolutionary groups in Latin America (resonating with the traditional Cuban "revolutionary" approach towards homosexuality, viewing it as a decadent capitalist phenomenon). In Peru in 1994 the gay rights group Movimiento Homosexual de Lima reported that gays were targeted by the revolutionary armed insurgency movement Tupac Amaru.(p 20)
Amnesty reports on the legislations in various countries in relation to homosexuality as of August 1997. Here are the reports on Caribbean and Latin American countries.(p. 77-90) 

Caribbean:

Bahamas - Illegal for men and women (10 years)                                                       gl

Barbados - illegal for men and women                                                                         p

Dominican Republic - legal, but often punished as "offence against morality"           p

Haiti - legal            

Jamaica - illegal for men (10 years)                                                                             gl

Martinique - legal                                                                                                         gl 

Trinidad - Illegal for men and women  (10 years)                                                       gl

Central and South America:
Argentina - Not mentioned in law as such, but "offence against morality" (30 days)  p  
 Brazil - legal                                                                                                                 l

Chile - illegal for men. (Moves to decriminalize sodomy laws)                                  gl

Colombia - legal                                                                                                            l

Costa Rica - legal from age 18                                                                                     gl

Ecuador - Illegal     (8 years)                                                                                        gl

El Salvador - not mentioned in law                                                                              p

Guatemala - legal                                                                                                          l

Honduras - legal                                                                                                            l

Mexico -legal                                                                                                               gl

Panama - legal                                                                                                              p

Paraguay - not mentioned in law                                                                                  p

Peru - legal except in police and military                                                                     gl Uruguay - legal                                                                                                             gl Venezuela - legal from age 18                                                                                     gl
Cuba - Illegal for men and women. Under Article 303 "public scandal"
(3 months-1 year)                                                                                                         p 

It is important to note that unlike the United States where many state have anti-sodomy laws, in Latin America "constitutional prohibitions against homosexuality  are vitually nonexistent " (Strongman  181) and persecutions are usually under indencencia pública (public indicancy) or "public scandal" as in Cuba.  (Strongman 181)                                                                                                                
        A "legal" status does not mean there is no police harassment and other institutional harassment or discrimination, especially in Latin America where the police has its autonomous power.
Still, it is interesting to note that from a legislation point of view Central and South America is more "liberal" than the Caribbean countries, especially those who are former British colonies, such as  Jamaica, Bahamas and Trinidad. 

The Latin American excuse is always "social morality", social order, scandal, and not religion as in the Moslem world for example, and this in spite of the strong Catholic influence in many of them.

                       It is important to note the following observation in the Amnesty report:

    ...discriminatory treatment of gays and lesbians is often concealed behind bogus 
   legal pretexts. In such cases, the victims may be officially charged with any number 

   of offences in order to hide the true reasons behind their detention, imprisonment, 

   torture or execution. "vagrancy", "hooliganism", and "unruly behaviour" are only a 

   few examples of charges used to bring sexual minorities under the power of the 

   state....  (p 10)

This is very much the case in Cuba where homosexuality is punished under a "public scandal" clause.  The fact that homosexuality is not condemned using the immorality   pretext , or sin, or religion , but as a "public scandal", may seem absurd , but in a country where most living is conducted outdoors, where the private space/ public space dichotomy is extremely unbalanced with a strong bias towards the latter, and where the state aims to control both those spaces, the notion of a "public scandal" is  particularly strong. 
This is another aspect of "the Cuban paradox", the backbone of my research -  Homosexuality as such  may not be morally wrong, or not considered a religious "sin",  in fact Buggarones can practice it openly and gain full respect as revolutionaries machos, but one thing will not be tolerated -  a "public scandal".    
� This is of course not only relevant to Latin America. Many other countries, such as Shariya-law based Arab counties, where homosexuality is punished by death, and Eastern European countries, especially Romania, came much worst in the Amnesty report. 


However I am focusing on Latin America as it is more relevant to my research. 
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� Gender bias is also quite clear. Most of the legislations, persecutions and state homophobic activities are against male homosexuals, as female sexuality is a "non issue" in those Macho societies. I further discuss this in my thesis, concentrating on Cuban Machismo.








