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World Routes in Amman (Radio 3, Saturday) was about the refugee or exile's longing for home. More specifically, the programme looked at the exquisite music made out of this yearning by Iraqi singer-songwriter Ilham Al Madfai, based for 15 years in the Jordanian capital. Presenter Moshe Morad emphasised how close Amman is to Madfai's home city of Baghdad, with the two linked by a highway and a 12-hour drive. The locals, noted Morad, call the highway "the road to hell". 

For Madfai and his musicians, though, that road is a symbolic connection that keeps their music feeling close to home. The set they played for the programme was, with one exception, all bouncy, cheery compositions; the kind of thing to keep spirits up across the miles with their optimism and zest for life. The exception was a sombre track called Baghdad, which Madfai did his best to explain, even though doing so made him cry. Morad offered to pause the interview, but Madfai replied that such upset was something he and his musicians are used to living with. "We lost something," he said, "and [in the song] I'm trying to find it. When I start singing, it's as if we are there, the old Baghdad." 
